Wirral LA Secondary Assessment Team – Proposed Ofsted Changes and Implications for
Assessment
Ofsted have recently produced proposals for inspections to take effect from January
2012.
The document, ‘Proposals for Inspection Arrangements for Schools and
Academies from January 21’ invites schools to provide feedback on these proposals by
May 5.
Key proposals
1. Reducing the areas of inspection to 4 areas; the achievement of students,
behaviour and safety, quality of teaching and the quality of leadership and
management.
2. With respect to teaching and learning, reference will be made to spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development and special educational needs.
3. There will be a focus on evaluating the quality of teaching and the use of
assessment to support effective learning.
4. Ofsted will report specifically on student’s literacy.
5. Use of value added measures of student progress other than contextual value
added.
6. Sixth form provision will no longer be reported as a separate section
7. The schools self evaluation processes will be used as part of the Ofsted inspection
even though the formal Self Evaluation Form has been abolished.
Implications for Assessment
The Implications for assessment are consistent with proposals set out in the White Paper,
‘The Importance of Teaching’ (Department of Education 2010).
Formative assessment and interim assessment
Formative assessment will continue to be a focus for Ofsted inspections, ‘teachers assess
pupils’ progress, provide them with constructive feedback, and plan lessons to match their
needs.’
Therefore, ‘Assessment for Learning’ (AfL) will continue to be crucial in the delivery of
teaching and learning. AfL was a key initiative that formed part of DCSF National
Strategies (2006-2010). AfL was underpinned by rigorous research that demonstrated
that training teachers in the use of AfL techniques, when developed well, have a
significant impact on student attainment compared to other strategies such as reducing
class sizes or setting. AfL techniques, which include sharing lesson objectives,
differentiated learning outcomes, effective questioning and peer and self assessment
should therefore form a part schools staff development programmes.
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The Assessing Pupil Progress initiative (APP) replaced KS3 Standard Attainment Tests
and enables student progress to be assessed against National Curriculum sub levels
using standardised criteria based on work produced over a period of time. This formed
part of non-statutory guidance provided by the DCSF National Strategies. Until the new
National Curriculum becomes in situ in 2013 this remains the only national recognised
scheme for measuring student progress. This uses exemplar material of assessed work
for each level and assessment grids that enable a sub level to be determined for each
student. The Qualifications, Curriculum Development Agency (QCDA) have produced
exemplar materials for the foundation subjects at KS3. The Local Authority has produced
assessment grids and a foundation subject, ‘Assessing Student Progress’ pack with
inputs from the subject teams and colleagues in schools.
Summative assessment and measuring progress (target setting and use of data)
Contextual value-added (CVA) scores have been a key instrument in measuring schools
performance since 2005. The CVA score enables performance to be measured taking
into account factors such as free school meals, ethnicity and special educational needs.
The recent white paper, ‘The Importance of Teaching’ makes it clear that this measure
will be removed from 2011. This will be replaced by non-contextualised value added
measures. Hence, student performance will be measured based on their starting points
ie Key Stage 2 scores:
‘In future, we proposed to use more straightforward measures that measure
the progress of pupils…. We will continue to use any relevant available data
about the school’s intake of pupils and judgements about progress will be
made in relation to comparisons with similar schools.’
Hence, it is likely that value added measures will be calculated for whole school
performance and also separately for groups of students, for example those in receipt of
the Pupil Premium and those on Special Educational Needs. So the CVA overall score is
being replaced by separate scores for groups of students. By comparing VA scores of
different groups of students it will be possible to measure ‘progress gaps’ between groups
of students and compare these with similar schools:
‘We propose to develop value-added information for particular groups of pupils,
looking, for example, at how well boys or girls perform, including looked after
children, or the comparative achievements of different social or ethnic groups.’
Given that Ofsted intend to use, ‘any relevant available data’ it is likely that they will
continue to use reports produced by the Fischer Family Trust (FFT) and other systems
that are in situ.
FFT use two tools for estimating student progress; prior attainment (PA) based on KS2
scores, gender and month of birth, and social context (SE) which compares student
performance with students in similar schools in terms of the proportion of students in
different groups such as free school meals and special educational needs.
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Both PA and SE estimates can be based data pertaining, at 5% intervals, from the top 5%
of schools to the top 50%. The most popular target setting instruments used in schools
is:




FFT D – top 25% of similar schools based on social context
FFT D – top 50% of similar schools based on social context
FFT A – top 50% of similar schools based on prior attainment.

Of these, FFT D is the most commonly used providing aspiration of schools to be in the
top 25% of similar schools taking into account their circumstances. Estimates are then
converted into targets based on knowledge of the individual students. Please refer to
separate LA target setting guidance.
Schools may want to consider using the FFT PA measures to reflect the new Ofsted
framework, but to set a challenging level for each group of students. For example, the
FFT PA 10% measure may be used for Pupil Premium students and FFT PA 30% may be
used for non Pupil Premium students so that overall, the aspiration is to narrow the
attainment gap between the two groups.
Conclusion
The new Ofsted framework will be in situ from January 2012. Although there may be
changes to as a result of consultation the published proposals provide the best guide as
to the likely format. Assessment will continue to be crucial in measuring a schools
performance, both in day to day assessment to inform learning and measuring the
progress of students over a period of time.
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