Cranberry Foundation Stage
Starting School A Guide For Parents

We welcome you and your child to Cranberry’s
Foundation Stage and hope that it will be the
beginning of a happy partnership. Our aims in the
Foundation Stage are to meet the needs of young
children and to make the beginning of school life as
happy and successful as possible. We appreciate
your interest and support and believe that through
working together we can enrich your child's school
experience.
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About Cranberry Foundation Stage
Address:

Cranberry Primary School
Cranberry Lane
Alsager
Stoke on Trent
ST7 2LE

Telephone:

01270 685310

Fax:

01270 882688

Email:

head@cranberryprimary.cheshire.sch.uk

Website:

www.cranberryprimary.cheshire.sch.uk

Headteacher

-

Mrs S Hennam-Dale

Chair of Governors

-

Councillor R Tyson

STAFF
Mrs H Morris
Mrs S Rogers
Mrs K Campbell
Mrs J Sawdon (Ollie Owl’s Pre school)
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The Aims of Foundation Stage

We aim:

 To provide the children with rich and stimulating
experiences which will promote intellectual,emotional,
physical and social development.

 To encourage a positive attitude and a yearning for
learning.

 To provide equal opportunities for all of the children.

 To ensure that all children will feel included, secure and
valued.

 To develop a successful partnership between children,
parents and staff.

 To encourage the children to develop independence.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage
Work in the Foundation Stage is based upon the following themes:
• A Unique Child
• Positive Relationships
• Enabling Environments
• Learning and Development
Children will have already learnt a great deal by the time they are
three and we aim to make this our starting point.
The Curriculum is divided into six areas of learning.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area is critical for young children in all aspects of their lives. We
aim to provide the experiences and support which enable children to
develop a positive sense of themselves.
There are opportunities for children to work alone and in small groups.
Their independence will be developed and they will have opportunities
to respond to views, cultures and beliefs.
Communication, Language and Literacy
In the Foundation Stage the children will be given opportunities to
communicate thoughts, feelings and ideas. They will be sharing and
enjoying a wide range of rhymes, stories, poetry and non-fiction books.
They will be encouraged to take books home to share.
The staff encourage the children’s awareness of print in the
environment. There will be opportunities to see adults writing and for
children to write for themselves.
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Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy.
Mathematical understanding in the Foundation Stage will be developed
through stories, songs, games and imaginative play. The children will
enjoy using and experimenting with numbers. They will be involved in
counting, matching and calculating.
They will investigate the world of pattern and shape recognising
similarities and differences and distinguishing properties of shapes.
They will develop an awareness of shape through building models and
moving objects. They will also develop an understanding of measure.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World.
Activities in the Foundation Stage are based on first hand experiences
that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction,
critical thinking and discussion. The children’s interest and curiosity
will be developed inside and outside the classroom.
There will be opportunities for the children to ask questions about why
things happen and how things work.
They will have regular access to the computer, tape recorder and
programmable toys and the independent use of these is encouraged.
An understanding of the passage of time will be developed through
talking about past, present and future events relating to them. The
children will have opportunities to find out about their environment
and locality.
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Physical Development
Young children need to be active and move about in order to develop
fundamental skills. Activities are given that offer appropriate physical
challenges. The variety of apparatus available in the hall, garden and
playground helps to develop the children’s control and co-ordination.
Fine motor and manipulative skills are developed through a range of
activities e.g. jigsaws, threading, using tools and a variety of
materials.
Children are encouraged to recognise the importance of keeping
healthy and those things which contribute to this.

Creative Development
This area covers art, music, dance, role play and imaginative play.
Creativity is fundamental to successful learning.
The children are encouraged to respond to activities by using many
senses. Time is allowed for them to talk about their work and to share
and appreciate the work of others.

Topics and Themes
Most curricular activities are linked through a particular topic or
theme. These usually start from the children’s own experiences so
that they can share and contribute from the beginning. Parents are
encouraged to be involved in topics. A termly sheet will be sent home
with information about topics and ways to help at home.
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Play
Play is at the heart of our curriculum. It provides the foundation upon
which all knowledge, skills and understanding is built. It also helps to
develop independence and concentration. The staff help the children
by making suggestions which extend their learning, by talking with
them and by guiding them in their activities.

Learning Journeys
When the children start at Cranberry they will be given a Learning
Journey book which gives a picture of their time in Foundation Stage.
It contains different types of evidence including photographs, written
comments and samples of work. The evidence is from activities that
your child has chosen – child-initiated. These books will be shared with
you at regualar intervals.

Remember – play is your child’s work
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The Foundation Stage
The children in our Foundation area are divided into two age groups:
Children who start in the September after their third birthday are in
Foundation Stage One. They attend for either five morning sessions or
five afternoon sessions or a combination of both. There is also an
opportunity to combine these sessions with paid Ollie Owl sessions to
provide full day care.
Children move into Foundation Stage Two in the September after their
fourth birthday. They attend for the whole day.
Starting Foundation Stage One
On each child’s first day parents are invited to stay in order to explore
the Foundation Stage together. Days of admission are staggered to
enable staff to get to know the children, to settle them in and to make
their start in Foundation Stage as happy and comfortable as possible.
Initially some parents may need to stay for a short time at the
beginning of each session. Individual children react differently to a
new environment and support is offered during this period of
adjustment.
When children start the Foundation Stage, parents are asked to
complete an Early Years Record. This is an opportunity to share with
us some early years memories.
School hours
Foundation Stage 1 has two sessions and caters for 26 children in each
session.
Foundation Stage 1 times are:
Morning
Afternoon

9.00 – 11.30am
12.45 – 3.15pm

At the end of each session, parents wait outside the Foundation Stage
1 door and children are sent out to them.
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Foundation Stage 2 times are:
9.00am – 3-15pm

School doors open at 8.45am. Please do not arrive before
then. School closes at 3.15pm and parents usually wait in the
playground for the children to come out to them. Do please
try to be on time as young children become very upset if they
feel that they have been forgotten! If you or the carer who
usually collects your child cannot do so on any occasion it is
essential that you let us know who is coming to school. Your
child’s safety is paramount and we will not let a child go with
someone who is unknown to us.
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Information About School
Entrances and Exits
Each year group has its own entrance and cloakroom. Please wait near
to these entrances but we would ask you not to block the doors as this
make it difficult for the children to get out.
The main school entrance is for visitors and we would ask you not to
use this entrance as you bring and collect your child.
The school office is situated near to the main entrance and there is a
waiting area for parents outside the office.

Car Parking
The school car park is for staff and visitors only. We are determined
to ensure the safety of our children and so parents are not allowed to
park on school premises. If these is a medical reason why you may
need to park near to the entrance please see Mrs Hennam-Dale.
Please do not block our neighbours driveways when you park your car.
If at all possible, please walk to school.

10

School Uniform
The school colours are Red and Grey and most children wear:Boys – grey trousers/shorts, red and white polo shirts, red
sweatshirts/pullovers, grey socks and black shoes.
Girls – grey skirts, trousers, white or red polo shirts, red
cardigans/sweatshirts. Red/white/grey tights or socks. Red and white
striped or gingham dresses or shorts in summer.
In the summer the children are encouraged to have a sun hat in school
preferably of the legionnaires style which keeps the sun off the back of
the neck.
Uniform - Sweatshirts, polo shirts with the Cranberry Logo as well as
fleeces, cardigans, T-shirts and sun hats can be purchased from school.
Please help us by making sure that all items of clothing are labelled
with your child’s name. Order forms for labels are available from the
School Office.
A lost property box is situated in the staffroom.
P.E. Kit
Your child will also need a P.E. kit consisting essentially of shorts,Tshirts and pumps in the summer. Many children wear a Cranberry Tshirt but the colours for this purpose don’t really matter.
Cheshire East County Health and Safety executive warn very strongly
against children wearing jewellery in P.E. We do not allow children
who have earrings or rings to take part in P.E. It is better that the
children do not wear jewellery at any time in school but on the days of
P.E. none must be worn.
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School Meals
The children in Foundation Stage 2 can either have a school meal each
day or bring a packed lunch.
The meals are carefully prepared on the premises to give a wellbalanced and varied diet. Special diets can be catered for. Money for
school meals is collected each Monday for the week and should be
brought to school in a clearly labelled envelope. Dinner Money can be
paid termly if preferred by arrangement with the school bursar. Meals
cannot be served to children when there are any arrears in payment.
Confidential forms for any parents wishing to claim free school meals
are available from the school bursar.
Packed lunches should be brought to school in a named lunch box. For
obvious safety reasons, hot drinks, bottles and cans are not allowed.
We ask for one weeks notice of any change in meal arrangements.
The children in Foundation Stage One have the opportunity to stay for
Lunch Club (from 11.30am-1.00pm) at a cost of £2.00. They may
either have a school meal or bring a packed lunch.
Snacks
Cranberry Foundation Stage has received a certificate for being
committed to providing daily sugar free snacks and drinks and also
using recipes for baking which do not contain sugar. Please let us
know if you child is allergic to any types of food. In order to continue
this provision we would welcome a voluntary contribution of 50p per
week. We ask that the money for snack is sent into school in a clearly
labelled envelope. Children are encouraged to bring a water bottle. A
water cooler is situated in Foundation Stage where bottles can be
refilled. Refillable water bottles can be purchased from school at a
cost of £1.00.

Working with Parents
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Parents and grandparents are welcome to help in Foundation Stage
with day to day activities and to share with us any special interests or
expertise.
Each Foundation Stage 1 Session usually concludes with a story, rhymes
and singing. On Mondays at 11.15 a.m. and 3 p.m. parents,
grandparents, carers and toddlers are invited to come and sing with
us.
Reading Books and Book Bags
The children will normally bring home their “reading” book each day,
together with another book to share. Books can be changed daily and
reading progress in Foundation Stage 2 is recorded in a small home
record book. Parents are also invited to use this book to record what
reading had taken place at home. Book bags with the school logo can
be purchased from school, otherwise your child will be given a plastic
folder.
The School Libary
The School Library is open every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 3.15pm. Children have the opportunity to borrow or return
books. If your child is in Foundation Stage One (AM) they will be able
to visit the library on Tuesday mornings at 11.30am.
Please note, children should be accompanied by an adult when
visiting the library.

Absences
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It is a legal requirement that all absences from school are recorded as
either authorised or unauthorised. Therefore it is most important that
you inform the school either by telephone or by letter if your child is
absent. Family holidays in excess of two weeks during term time are
recorded as unauthorised absences. Holidays taken in the first half
term cannot be authorised as it is the time when children are settling
into routines.

Medical Matters
A child who is known to be unwell should not be brought to school and
this will prevent the illness from spreading. Any requests for us to
administer medication must be made at the school office as there is a
form which must be completed. If you do send medicine into school
would you also please provide a spoon. We will try to ensure that the
medicine is taken but we give no guarantees and if it is essential that
your child receives the medicine then you are invited to come into
school or to keep your child at home. It is important that we have a
contact number for you in case of emergencies and also the name of
your child's doctor. Please also notify us of any medical condition
which you feel may affect your child in school.
The School Doctor, Dentist and Nurse make regular visits to school.

Contacting the Teacher
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We are committed to working closely with parents and we are
always willing to listen to your concerns. The Headteacher
will see parents without an appointment providing that she is
available, otherwise she will meet them at the earliest
opportunity. Class teachers often have many parents wishing
to speak with them before school and so it is advisable to
make arrangements to see them at a specific time.
Throughout the year we hold various meetings for parents and
Parents Evenings where you can discuss your child’s progress.
Written reports are sent out before the July Parents’ Evening.
Each Friday you will receive a newsletter which contains
relevant information and will keep you up to date with events
in the school.

Fund Raising
The Parents,Teachers & Friends Association (PTFA), of which
you are automatically a member, holds regular fund-raising
events throughout the year. Even if you cannot join the
Committee please come along and support the events.
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Cranberry is a happy place to be and we want your child to
enjoy their Foundation Stage experience. We operate an open
door policy and if you have any worries or problems, please
call in and see either the Foundation Stage staff or Mrs
Hennam-Dale.

We look forward to watching your child grow and develop
during their time with us and also working closely with you to
ensure the best possible education
We hope that you have found this booklet useful and we would
welcome any comments that you wish to make. Your child is
important to us and we are committed to providing them with
a quality education in a caring environment.

Thank you for choosing Cranberry Primary School.
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