cLc Best Practice Examples

Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning
Personalised Learning
Personalized learning has the potential to refocus learning on the individual rather than the
institution; to take the roots of best practice in schools and then make this available for all,
anytime and anywhere. In its simplest form, personalized learning is about tailoring
education to the individual’s needs, interest and aptitude, giving children a degree of
ownership of the learning process and affording them the opportunity to have a voice and a
choice with regard to learning in order to ensure that every child reaches their full potential.
Giving pupils their own dedicated learning space, whether for an individual pupil or for a
particular interest or ability group, adds a new dimension and level of ownership to the
personal learning process. Here are some ideas and examples of how the UniServity cLc
helps support this approach:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The virtual classroom community belongs to the community itself.
Manage the user interface to ensure the cLc meets the needs of individual users
Carefully consider the management of ePortfolios in your school.
Use ePortfolios for capturing learning conversations and target setting
Offer multiple routes through learning materials.
Take care to allocate resources and groups to targeted students to cater for individual
needs and allow for flexible ‘setting’ within a class.
Offer students choice in learning pathways
Give students ownership of their own areas of the platform where they can pursue
their own interests
Give students the tools they need to be independent

Carefully consider the needs of your users when establishing the look and
feel of your cLc. This example shows an image driven navbar supports
accessibility for all users in the school.
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The Year 1 community has kept navigation
to a minimum, using icon driven menus on
the homepage.
To further personalise access, this student
was allocated a look and feel more suited to
her individual needs.
Her ‘My Panel’ has been replaced with an
icon driven menu to simplify navigation.
Lucy’s ePortfolio Home Page paints has
been edited to include a media rich digital
narrative containing text, graphics, flash,
video and sound. She has embedded web
applications to convey her digital identity.

She has added useful elements such as this web clock.

She has added interest and detail, essential
to encourage social networking via the user
directory, such as this digital fish tank and
personal animation. She has also placed a
recording of a personal welcome message on
her page using a simple sound recorder.
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Finally, Lucy has recognised that her homepage is also
a collaborative desktop and an environment with the
potential to support her own learning. Consequently,
she has added links to her favourite websites and sites
that will support her learning.
She has published folders to students, teachers and her
parents and her teacher has systems in place which
require her to select and reflect on her own work before
publishing for a variety of audiences and purposes.
In this example, year 10 students are studying the
impact of Martin Luther King on life and attitudes in the
USA today.

The teacher has created a community called ‘History Set 1’ which is only visible to 4 students
with identified special needs. These students can access the materials available to their
peers in addition to resources that better meet their needs.
These students can access similar information using video clips and sound files. Text is
larger and at a level appropriate for their reading age. Access to these differentiated
materials means that these students can still engage in the discussion forums on the main
community group with their peers.

This school is focused on developing learners
to be autonomous. They have given each year
group a Learners Toolbox containing
resources, planning guides, notes and rubrics
accessible anywhere and ant anytime the
children might need them. Students can
download materials from an age appropriate
resource bank within each year group
community.
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This school makes innovative use of forums to capture thinking. In this forum, children are
encouraged to add examples where they have ‘worn’ one of the six De Bono thinking hats.
Each year group has a copy of the same forum and the teachers throughout the school
compare the children’s additions, looking for continuity and progression in the development
of thinking in the school.
For the students, they have a growing bank of
statements, questions and phrases that can be
used to make them more effective learners
and their understanding of the 6 hats is
deepened.
At the end of units of work, the students are
asked to complete a survey reflecting on their
thinking and setting personal targets for the
Unit ahead.
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