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Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers
Welcome to this half term’s newsletter. There is
lots of information to share and plenty to
celebrate, so please read on.
UNIFORM
Please note that our uniform and appearance
code has not changed at all. This includes hair
colour, haircuts, cardigans, hoodies, earrings and
anything else that you can think of. Please
support us in this aspect of school life; it is part
and parcel of being at Brine Leas and is nonnegotiable.
GOLD STANDARD
Congratulations to Michael Board (Year 10) who
has been selected to take part in the main stage
event at the Royal Opera House, Manchester. He
will represent the Centre for Advanced Training
Scheme in Dance.
A belated ‘break a leg’ goes to Hannah White
(Year 8) who was selected to be part of the cast of
Alice in Wonderland at the New Vic Theatre over
the festive period, performing to almost 38,000
people over the course of the run. Well done,
Hannah.
John Crawford (Year 10), Polly Holden (Year 8),
Charlotte Rowlands (Year 9) Hannah Fradley (Year
7) and Lucy Croft (Year 7) all recently took part in
the North Midlands Swimming Championships as
part of the Nantwich Seals Team. All achieved a
number of personal bests in a variety of races.
Well done! Additional congratulations go to John
Crawford who achieved a gold medal, two silver
medals and a bronze medal, and also to Polly
Holden who won a silver medal and achieved four
North West qualifying times.

A team of eight Year 9 students, Tom Pillar,
Michael Simcock, Ally Clifton, Joe Boffey, Meghan
Farmer, Lauren Edmondson, Charlotte Rowlands
and Charlotte Astle-Rowe have done incredibly
well in the Seimans ‘Make It’ enterprise
competition. They have made it through to the
North West Regional Finals in Blackpool. In
addition, Tom Pillar also won the best Team
Manager of the Day award.
GCSE REVISION SESSIONS
A number of revision sessions are taking place at
lunch times and after school. Please see the
revision timetable at the end of the newsletter for
details.
CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND COMPETITIONS
On top of the vast array of sporting clubs and
activities here’s a little flavour of what’s going
on:•

•

The Creative Writing Society has recently
entered their first nationwide competition
and were recently writing memorial pieces for
those involved in the Costa Concordia
disaster. Miss Jones runs this every Tuesday
and are trying to encourage more members all
the time! Do encourage your child to come
along.
Under the guidance of Mr Barker, Brine Leas
has now won two "Fai Tos" on mangahigh
(these are online maths competitions). One
was against St George’s School and one
against Maria Fidelis Convent School. Well
done to all involved.
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•

•

•

Heats to decide on who will represent the
school in the Rotary Masterchef competition
are due to take place any day under the
guidance of Miss Murray.
An Amnesty International group meets
regularly in BL6 and all Year 12’s and 13’s are
welcome.
Finally, 8 students from BL6 have entered this
year’s National Academy Awards and we wish
them luck with their assignments.

BUILDING WORK
The builders have arrived and new windows are
going into the two storey block. The lights and
ceilings are also being replaced on the first floor.
This should result in a cooler building in summer
as extra ventilation and insulation has been added
as part of the project.
With the addition of BL6 we have expanded the
staff team and currently we can barely fit into the
staffroom. The staffroom extension is well under
way and it should allow everybody to sit down at
the same time.
Planning permission has also now been received
for the new four classroom block and work on this
project has also started. The existing two
classroom mobile classroom will be moved in the
next few days weather permitting. With the
exception of BL6 it is worth noting that this is the
most significant development in improving the
school site for over ten years.
NEW REPORTING SYSTEM
It has been an enormous undertaking to change
the reporting system and I hope that you are
finding that you are better informed. My
apologies that Year 10 and 11 were delayed but
perhaps we bit off a little more than we could
chew in terms of introducing it all in one go. Do
be aware that one or two estimated grades for
Year 11 may have altered in the light of the recent
mocks and the most recent estimate should be
the taken as the most realistic one.
YEAR 9 SKIING STUDENTS
The Year 9 exams start straight after the skiing
trip, but no student will be disadvantaged from
being on this visit.

OPTIONS
The Options process will begin after half term.
Options Evening is being held on 14th March and it
is recommended that parents of Year 9 students
do attend this evening. It is important to note
that the school is reluctant to change subjects
once they have been chosen.
REGISTRATION FOR BL6 IN 2012
Students are applying for Year 12 in BL6 for 2012.
Any year 11’s who wish to be considered for a
place in BL6 should get their applications in.
Offers are already being made and interviews to
double check that appropriate courses are being
followed will take place during the course of this
term.
HOMEWORK ON LINE
I have long wanted to try to get all homework on
line as well as in organisers. This is an area where
probably the most discussion goes on between
school and families. Often there’s too much and
sometimes there’s too little. We are contacted
as parents have no idea what homework, if any,
has been set. We will try to do our very best to
give you the full picture on line. I will let you
know a timescale as soon as possible but I’m
hoping for Easter.
INTER HOUSE EVENTS
It just gets better and better every year and the
dance competition at the end of the autumn term
proved to be a real nail biter. Well done and
thank you to everyone who took part. The
winners in each category are as follows
Category
Large Group
Small Group (Upper School)
Small Group (Lower School)
Duo/Trio (Upper School)
Duo/Trio (Lower School)
Solo (Upper School)
Solo (Lower School)
Mixed Group

Winning House
Lovell
Warwick
Warwick
Audley
Lovell
Warwick
Audley
Audley

To get a flavour of the dance competition and also
to hear a few highlights from the music

competition, do try and join us at our Cabaret
Evening on 9th February at 7pm.
ACADEMY AWARDS EVENING
It is really great to celebrate success and over 300
of us packed into the hall to clap and cheer those
in Years 7 to 11 who have won awards or gained
GCSE’s early.
SPONSORSHIP
If you are in a position to offer sponsorship for a
team please contact the school. We could have
any logos, company names (within reason)
included on shirts. Heavy fixture lists and the
opportunity to be mentioned in school literature
gives something back for potential sponsors of
teams in school. From BL6 to Year 7 the school
operates a large number of teams so if you have a
favourite team sport we probably do it.
PICKING UP/DROPPING OFF
In order to ensure that the site is as safe as
possible for students at the beginning and end of
the school day, please ensure that you do not
drive onto the school site to collect or drop off
your child.
OLYMPIC SPRING BALL
Tickets are now on sale for the annual PSCA
Spring Ball which is being held on Saturday 24th
March. Tickets are available from the school
finance office or alternatively, you can reserve
tickets via the main school office or by emailing
info@brineleas.co.uk. This is the chance to strut
your stuff in your finery at this black tie/lounge
suit event. Tickets are priced at £25 which
includes a live band, meal and a disco until late.
QUALITY ASSURANCE
At BLS great effort goes into checking that what
we offer is as good as we can get it. As such
teachers take great pride in preparing and
delivering great lessons. Line managers monitor
and evaluate with great effort going into checking
data against internal and external benchmarks.
Ultimately external examinations give us an
excellent idea as to quality. However part of this
process involves families as well. We crunch data
from Parents’ Evenings to see how we are doing
and also take feedback seriously. I do not wish to

become complacent about what we do and can
assure you that we welcome feedback.
In respect to this it’s lovely for staff to get praise
or if you have any concerns about aspects of
school do contact the school. The usual port of
call for a general concern would be the form
tutor. If it is subject specific then contact
individual subject tutors or the Head of the
subject concerned. A complete staff list with
responsibilities is on the school website. Ring the
school on 01270 625663 or e mail us on
info@brineleas.co.uk.
Performance tables only tell so much but this was
a very good year and it is worth celebrating.
Value added is a measure of how much
improvement has been made since Key Stage 2. If
no improvement was made at all then this figure
would be 1000. Five good GCSE’s or equivalent
includes BTEC’s with the English Baccalaureate
measuring how many students a C or better in
English, Maths, Science, Modern Languages and
finally History OR Geography.

Brine Leas School

1030

5 GCSCE’s
A*-C or
equiv inc
English &
Maths (%)
80

Sandbach High School

1022

83

28

Congleton High School
Holmes Chapel
Comprehensive School
St Thomas More Catholic
High School
Poynton High School

1018
1015

69
81

14
26

1015

80

23

1013

71

33

Knutsford High School

1006

63

16

All Hallows Catholic College
Malbank School
Shavington High School

1003
1000
994

58
63
63

14
7
2

Wilmslow High School
Kings Grove School

994
993

70
46

25
5

The Fallibroome Academy

993

72

29

Alsager School
Tytherington High School

991
990

71
62

18
30

Sir William Stanier
Community School
Middlewich High School
Ruskin High School

989

35

2

981
981

54
50

9
15

Macclesfield High School
(SHUT)
Eaton Bank School

973

40

7

973

63

11

Value
Added

SCHOOL MEALS

English
Bacc (%)

29

ASPENS have made a good start with the catering
in the canteen.
Recent events include a great Christmas meal as
well as a sellout Chinese lunch celebrating the
year of the Dragon.
UCAS

PE EXTRA CURRICULAR
A timetable of the extra-curricular PE activities
on offer at school are shown at the end of the
newsletter.
SPORT RELIEF

Many in Year 13 have chosen a university route
and all applications are now in.
Huge efforts have gone into personal statements
and matching aspiration, courses and aptitude to
appropriate university destinations. A recent talk
on finances helped parents and students to
understand the new funding arrangements.

The Crewe Mile will take place on Sunday 25th
March at Cumberland Sports Ground. Those
taking part can run their choice of 1, 3 or 6 miles
to raise money for Sports Relief. To register go to
www.sportrelief.com

ROTARY CAMPS AND EXCHANGES

Congratulations to Mrs Dinsdale who has just had
a baby boy.

There are a number of camps and exchanges
going on over the summer organised by the
Rotary Club including Norway, Holland, Egypt and
Spain. Some are for those who will be over the
age of 16 or 18, but there will be some for
younger age groups as well. Contact Bob
Llewellyn via e mail (bobllewellyn48@gmail.com)
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you are in receipt of any Benefits, please do
contact the school office as you may be eligible
for Free School Meals. By registering you will be
securing additional funding for the school, this
funding will then allow us to offer help with
school trips, music lessons and bursaries for the
6th Form.
CONNEXIONS – APPRENTICESHIP EVENT
Connexions will be holding an Apprenticeship
Event on Wednesday 22nd February 2012
between 3pm and 6pm at the Crewe Hub, 23-25
Market Street, Crewe CW1 2EW. This event
enables young people aged 15-19 to meet local
apprenticeship training providers and employers,
and for organizations to promote their provision.

CONGRATULATIONS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
3rd February
9th February
10th February
10th February
18th February
19th February
20th February
21st February
21st February

-

26th February
27th February

-

14th March
24th March
28th March
28th March
28th March

-

PCSA Disco
Cabaret Evening, 7pm
Ski Trip Departs
School closes for half term
Ski Trip Returns
French Exchange Begins
INSET Day
School Re-opens
Year 9 Exams start for one
week.
French Exchange Ends
Year 10 Exams start for two
weeks
Year 9 Options Evening
PSCA Spring Ball
Year 9 Options Forms due in.
Sports Award Dinner
School Closes for Easter

Andrew Cliffe
January 2012

PE EXTRA CURRICULAR TIMETABLE

12.30 – 1.00pm

1.00-1.30pm

AFTER SCHOOL

MONDAY

Cross country Club (FC)

TUESDAY

Trampolining Club – All
years (Tracy)

Trampolining Club – All
years (Tracy)

AS PE Revision 6la1 (CWH)

7&8 Basketball Club (DB)

Trampolining Club – All years
(Tracy)

A2 PE Revision 6se4 (LD)

6th Form Rugby

AS PE Revision 6sla1 (LD)

Yr 8&9 Netball (RD/MA)

WEDNESDAY

Yr 7 Hockey (CWH)

Fixtures

A2 PE Revision 6se4 (CWH)

Yr 10&11 Netball (RD)

GCSE PE Revision-BG09 (LD/CWH)

Yr 7-9 Rugby

Basketball Club (all) CC (4-5pm)

Club/Games (SNR)

Cheshire Jets Basketball (5-7pm)

AS PE Revision 6se4 (LD)

THURSDAY

Yr 7 Netball (RD/AS)

Fixtures

GCSE PE Revision-BG09
(LD)

Badminton Club (GH CLS)

A2 PE Revision 6la1 (CWH)

FRIDAY

Rugby Club – 7-9 (Crewe &
Nantwich RUFC)

Trampolining Club – All
years (Tracy)

Trampolining Club – All
years (Tracy)

9&10 Basketball club (SNR)

Rugby – 7-9 (Crewe & Nantwich
RUFC DB/SNR)

YEAR 11 REVISION SESSIONS
LUNCH

AFTER SCHOOL

Tuesday

BTEC Science AF01 CR
Maths BF05 HPT

Art AG34 BN
Graphics CG20 VFL
Maths BF05/10 CBR/HPT

Wednesday

BTEC Science AF01 CR
English (higher) BG14 JRM
History AS05 MN

GCSE PE BG09 LD/CWH
Art AG35 CSE
Maths BF03/4 ANR/GH

Thursday

GCSE PE BG09 LD/CWH
German AF07 ABS
Maths BF10 HPT

BTEC Science AF01 CR
Art AG36 EM

Friday

Physics BG08 ABR

Monday

