How to revise GCSE French ☺
• Keep going over your past vocabulary lists – can you still remember the ones
we tested in January?!
• Visit the websites on the back of this sheet (or you can find the list on the BLS
homepage – click on Y11 GCSE MFL revision info). You can go onto anything
you like; the point is that you’re practising your French.
• If you want the materials for the listening/reading papers you can go to
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/languages/new/french_materials.php?id
=08&prev=8 where you can find papers, transcripts, mark schemes and
mp3s. Not all of them are on there, but most of the ones that we have
done in class will be. This isn’t cheating – you’ve done the papers in class
already so this is revision!
• It’s a good idea to read the transcripts alongside the mp3 and highlight any
words causing you problems – either you don’t understand them or they
sound different than they look.
• Use past papers (listening and reading) to make word families for each and
every Q. It sounds like hard work but it will pay off! For example, the Q
about fathers’ day – they’re not going to give you the word ‘père’ on the
higher paper. But they may say ‘homme’, or ‘fils/fille’, or ‘famille’. Find the
clues!
• Go through the general vocabulary list I gave you – these are high frequency
words which come up over and over again. You must know these.
• If you go to
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/languages/new/french_materials.php?id
=08&prev=8 and click on ‘specimen on screen tests – new!’ you can
complete a timed exam paper online. We’ve not done this one in class as
this is a trial for future GCSE exams which will hopefully be done on
computers rather than paper. It’s a foundation paper, but still useful for
revision.

Useful sites to revise GCSE MFL
These are interactive websites to help you revise, where you can play games
and complete activities on line for immediate feedback. If you require past
papers or downloadable / paper resources, your MFL teacher can point you in
the right direction. If you need any logon details, just ask your MFL teacher.
German
www.gut.languageskills.co.uk
www.yjc.org.uk
French
www.zut.languageskills.co.uk
www.wildfrench.co.uk
www.francais-extra.co.uk
www.fabfrench.co.uk
All MFL
www.linguascope.com (intermediate section)
www.suttonhighmfl.110mb.com (not to be missed!)
www.goethe-verlag.com/tests (fantastic for practising gap-fill exercises)
www.hellomylo.com (quite simple stuff but good for revising the basics)
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.aiglonlanguages.ch (use the drop down menus to find the activities)
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize (as you know; questions are now in
English rather than the target language but there is still some useful stuff on
here)

Tips for Success on the Listening and Reading Papers
• ALWAYS read the question first carefully and highlight the question
word so that you know the information that you are listening for.
• Use any visuals to help you to predict what you might hear.
• Try to anticipate the answer and note down possible words to listen for.
• Check numbers, dates and times very carefully.
• In the Reading examination, read the questions before you read the
passage.
• Some words look like English words: you should try to work out their
meaning.
• It pays to think LOGICALLY in both the reading and listening papers.
Sometimes you have to use your common sense to work out the
answers from the information given. Use your knowledge about a
topic to make educated guesses – ask yourself whether an answer is
likely or not.
• Make sure that you answer the question that you have been asked!
• After writing an answer, go back and read the question again.
• Check that the answers you give make sense. If you don’t say what you
mean you won’t get the mark. The examiner will not guess your
intentions.
• When answering remember to express yourself clearly. You do not have
to answer in full sentences but you must give enough information to
gain the marks.
• Examiners will also test your knowledge of synonyms and related
families of words. ‘Susanne aime bien lire’ may become ‘Susanne
adore la lecture’. Therefore, ensure that you know synonyms and
families of nouns and verbs.
• Make a list of synonyms, near-synonyms and word families and learn
them carefully: e.g. le voyage = le trajet.
• Even if you have understood the answer the first time you hear it, listen
carefully when the extract is repeated to check your answer.
• Don't leave blanks. If you really can't understand what's been said, jot
down a word or some of the words you've heard.
• Use the title of a passage to help you understand some of the meaning.
Don’t worry if you don’t understand it all. You are not expected to
understand everything.
• Work through the exam paper at a steady pace. Questions towards the
end may be longer and take more thought than those at the start, so
leave enough time.
• Look at the marks awarded for each question. If there are 2 marks, then
make 2 separate clear points etc.

