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Welcome to Cranberry Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you and your child to Cranberry Primary School and many thanks for
expressing an interest in our school. We have written this School Handbook and Prospectus to give you some
information about school life and the wide range of opportunities that we offer to our children.
You have chosen to entrust us with your most valuable possession – your child.
Over the next few years we hope to get to know your child as well as you do, provide them with the best education and
help nurture and develop their personal and social skills. In order for us to achieve this, we need your help. You, as a
parent, play a crucial and vital role in your child’s education and the school firmly acknowledges this.
Our school works as a team in which parents, children, staff and governors are all involved in the education of our
children. We believe that children learn best in a positive, encouraging, safe and secure atmosphere.
We invite you to work alongside us and be a part of your child’s school life and a part of our school family. Your
continuing interest in your child’s education is the key to both your child and our school making progress. During the
school year there will be opportunities for you to visit the school, discuss your child’s progress, join in activities and if
you wish to offer your help and skills, this is always most appreciated.
It is important that your child becomes an independent, successful and confident learner during their time in primary
school. We will do everything we can to fulfill our responsibilities and help your child reach their potential.
Our school's aims and philosophy are summarised in our Mission Statement – ‘A caring community of active learners’
which reflects our commitment to effective learning in a happy, secure, nurturing environment.
You are most welcome to come along and visit, or ask any questions, I will be delighted to help! Likewise, if at any time
you have any concerns, or even if you don’t, but wish to talk to your child’s class teacher or myself, then please call or
contact school so that we may arrange an appointment.
We look forward to working in partnership with you as together we can ensure your child has the best possible start in
life. A child only gets one chance and here at Cranberry we do firmly believe that every child matters.
We look forward to meeting and working with you
Yours sincerely
Mrs S Hennam-Dale
Headteacher
and all the staff at Cranberry Primary School

Welcome to Cranberry Primary School
Dear Parent/Carer,
                      
We have just completed our first year as the new Governing Body of Cranberry Primary School. Some members of the
previous Nursery and Infant Governing Body have joined with some of the former Junior School Body, and we have
added some new members as well. We have gelled together surprisingly quickly and amazingly well.
The Governing Body is made up of five elements : Local Authority representatives(2); Foundation governors (2);
school staff (3); parents (6); and finally people from the local community (3).
Ian Macpherson (Vice Chair) and myself represent the new Cheshire East Local Authority: we are not elected
Councillors, neither are we paid employees. Glenys Parkinson and Dave Skingsley are our Foundation governors; Mrs.
Hennam-Dale, Mrs. Morris and Mrs.O'Brien are the school members.
We are lucky to have some very good parents in Alaric Bates, Phil Bould, Alan Lewis, Liz Painter, Matt Parker and
Helen Spibey: these people have been elected by the parents. Finally, we are very grateful for the participation of
Suzanne Colclough, Helen May and Alan Pritchard.
These people were invited to represent the local community.
We have been extremely busy, as you may imagine. As you know, as Governors we have a legal responsibility to
oversee the school's finances, set a budget, and also what is taught in school. We have reviewed and revised all of the
school's policies, and we feel that we have come a long way in a relatively short time.
We are very proud of Cranberry Primary School, and we are all working towards its future development. There are
some exciting things to come in the next few years, notably new buildings. We are constantly looking at ways in which
we can improve our school and we are very grateful for the help and support given.
We look forward very much to working with you, and we would very much welcome any comments and suggestions
that you may have.
With all best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
Ronald Tyson,
Chair of Governors

Our School – Mission Statement, Vision and Aims
Vision Statement
This is our school:
• a place where every child is safe
• a place where every person is valued and respected
• a place where all efforts and achievements
are celebrated
• a place where we encourage everyone to make healthy
life choices
• a place where everyone is encouraged to make a
positive contribution
Mission Statement
‘A caring community of active learners’
At Cranberry Primary we will provide every child with
a safe and healthy environment to become successful,
confident, independent learners who can be responsible
and effective members of the community, equipped with
the skills they need for the challenges of the
21st century.
Aims (Outcomes)
The school aims that all children:
• are literate and numerate
• are active and independent learners
• are confident, flexible and well-balanced
• value diversity
• understand their responsibility to others
• are self-disciplined

• to create and maintain a physical environment
that promotes and reinforces the value, safety and
inclusion of all individuals
• to ensure the continual involvement of the whole
school community
Our School – History
Cranberry Primary School was opened on 7th April 2008,
following amalgamation of the former infant
and junior schools situated on the same site, only 70
metres apart.
The school is situated in the heart of a residential area
and in close proximity to Alsager High School, to
which most of our pupils transfer. The school is also
located near to Manchester Metropolitan University,
Alsager Campus.
The school buildings were built in and are set in
attractive surroundings. The site is most attractive, with
a large playing field, a wood and hard play areas adapted
to provide a range of opportunities for the children. Both
school buildings are well maintained and have good
facilities.
The junior building (Key Stage 2) comprises of six
classrooms and a number of inclusion rooms. It also
includes the Headteacher's office, an admin office, a well
stocked school library and a computer suite. The infant
building (Key Stage 1) has four classroom areas,
a music room, art and design room, a library and the
school kitchen. This is also where our integrated
Foundation Stage and Nursery unit is located.

As well as giving children the essential tools for learning
we believe that they should experience the joy of
discovery, develop skills in problem solving, be creative
in writing and the arts and develop self confidence as
learners, whilst, at the same time, maturing both socially
and emotionally.

We also have a very large playing field maintained to the
highest standards which enables us to offer a wide range
of activities including football, cricket, rounders, athletics
and tag rugby.

Objectives (Provision)

The school also has a very exciting environmental area
and woodland which provides us with a first class resource
for learning across the curriculum.

The objectives of the school are:
• to establish high expectations and a success culture
• to develop a learning community for all
• to establish professional debate and discussion
amongst all staff
• to build leadership and management skills in all staff
• to ensure that there is a learning climate in every
classroom

Joining Our School
Children are usually admitted to school into the Infants
Department (Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1) in
September of the school year during which they become
four. Prior to this, children are able to join our Foundation
Stage One class, during the term after their 3rd birthday.
Starting school for the first time is a very important step
for the both the child and the parent/carer. We feel it is
important that you get to know us and the school. For
this reason we would always like you to visit our school
before your child starts school. Please contact school to
make an appointment to meet either Mrs Hennam-Dale
(Headteacher) or Mrs Morris (Acting Deputy Headteacher
& Foundation Stage Leader) who will explain the school’s
core values, aims and the way we operate on a day to day
basis. This will also give you an opportunity to tour the
school during the school day.
For an appointment please contact the school on:
Tel: 01270 685310
Email: admin@cranberryprimary.cheshire.sch.uk
Cheshire East Council is responsible for admission
procedures. Information can be gained from them by
telephoning the Admission Team, their telephone number
is 0845 111 0304 or email: admissions@cheshire.gov.uk.
Alternatively you can now apply for school places online at
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/education_and_learning/schools/
admissions.aspx
For more detailed information about starting school in the
early years please refer to or request our ‘Starting School
at Cranberry – A Guide For Parents/Carers’. We have a
contact form for parents to ﬁll in when a child is going to
start school at Cranberry Primary. This provides us with
important information and emergency telephone numbers
should the need arise. An admission form will be enclosed
with this prospectus.
In addition to looking around the school, new Reception
Parents are invited to a meeting during the Summer Term
prior to children starting school. We will also ask you to
complete a child proﬁle which helps us to gain additional
information about your child. Information is also sought
from your child’s pre-school setting. Arrangements are
made for your child to make pre-school visits to promote as
smooth and trouble-free induction as possible.

Joining Our School in Year Groups Other
Than Reception
Sometimes children join the school when the Autumn
Term has already started or later on in their school life. We
make every effort to make sure they are welcomed, looked
after, and monitored so that they quickly make new friends
and can easily find their way around school.
We do this a number of ways depending on how much
notification we get of their starting date. Examples of
induction include:
 day visits prior to starting full time
 class ‘buddies’ assigned to supporting your child
 arriving early on the first few days
 regular contact between parent and class teacher
This list gives you an indication of what can be done but
is by no means complete. We take each child and each
situation into account to ensure that every child settles
quickly and easily. Teachers will also give your child time
to settle before making any formal assessments of their
academic ability. However, assessment is important and
together with records from your child’s previous school it
will allow your child to quickly make progress.
The partnership between home and school is vital to your
child’s success and well-being. We therefore encourage
parents to keep us informed of any worries or concerns
your child may have in school. Unless in an emergency
we ask parents to make contact with the class teacher at
the end rather than at the start of the day. This allows the
teacher more time to listen to your concerns and deal with
any issues more easily.
If you want to speak to Mrs Hennam-Dale (Headteacher)
it is usually best to make an appointment but this is not
always absolutely necessary, particularly if urgent!
Moving on – Transfer to Secondary Schools
At the end of their primary school career, children will
transfer to the secondary sector. Most of our children
transfer to Alsager School:
Alsager School, Hassall Road, Alsager, England ST7 2HR
Tel: 01270 871100 Website: www.alsagerschool.co.uk
Sometimes families leave our school for other parts of the
country or world due to work or family commitments.
If this occurs then please contact the school as early

as possible so that we can aid and support the transfer
process. This will ensure that all relevant material and
documentation is sent to your child’s new school which will
help ensure continuity and progression in their new school.
Alsager Education Improvement Partnership
Cranberry Primary School is part of the above partnership
working in close liaison with other local primary schools.
The mission and aims of the EIP are as follows:
Mission
‘Working in partnership to raise horizons and enrich
experiences for all children and young people in Alsager’.
Aims
• To improve education provision for all learners through
collaboration and sharing of good practice.
• To provide opportunities and services which are
responsive to community needs.
• To achieve the outcomes of Every Child Matters, to
enhance the life chances of all children and young
people in Alsager.
The EIP organises many events throughout the year, for
further information about its work please refer to the EIP
website: www.alsagerschool.co.uk/eip
Alsager Schools Trust
Alongside other primary schools in Alsager and Alsager
High School, our school is a member of the Alsager
Schools Trust. One of the reasons our schools are
successful is that we are not complacent. We do very
well for children but we believe we can do even better
by working together. The local schools have formed the
Alsager Schools Trust to strengthen the partnership
between our schools and ensure that it continues into
the future. For further information please visit; www.
alsagerschoolstrust.co.uk
Parents in Partnership
We warmly welcome all parents, carers and their extended
family into our school because we strongly believe that
we are partners in the education of your children. Your
involvement also provides our school with a clearer
understanding of your child’s home circumstances and
personal achievements and we hope in turn, increases your

understanding of what your child is learning, how well they
are achieving and how you can support learning in the
home environment.
There are many opportunities for parents to become
involved in the work of the school and to gain a greater
understanding of our work. Parents’ time and expertise can
be used in many ways in school and is greatly valued.
Some parents are able to make themselves available to help
on a regular basis whilst others are only able to help on odd
occasions. Regardless of the commitment you are able to
make you are most welcome to join us.
A Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) is required for helpers
in school. The school office will confirm the details needed
for this check with you.
Communication with Parents/Carers
At Cranberry we aim to provide many opportunities to
keep you informed and we communicate with parents/
carers in a variety of ways including – newsletters, email
and the school website. We also aim to keep you involved
in your child’s progress with parents evenings, curriculum
evenings, open days and visits all helping the process.
Parent/carers are always welcome to visit the school to
discuss any aspect of their child’s education.
In addition we are committed to ensuring parents also
have a central role to play in supporting key aspects of the
school’s work. Your views are important to us and we aim
to take these fully into account and provide opportunity for
you to contribute to the decision-making process. Parents
are consulted through a range of questionnaires and on
the priorities within our school development plan on an
annual basis. We also have a Parents’ Forum which meets
regularly to discuss how we can continue to build a closer
partnership between home and school and shared projects.
We continually review our channels of communication
to ensure that these are clear and that the school and
parents can respond quickly and effectively to emerging
issues and concerns. However, sometimes there are
misunderstandings and these can often be quickly sorted
out by speaking to the right person in school. Our Parent/
Carer guide to concerns and complaints can help you in
approaching our school when you feel that things are
going wrong.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
We have a very active PTA that not only provides the school with additional income but acts as a very important
social and community organisation. The school’s PTA organisation has funded many important projects from providing
funds for visiting children performers to playground equipment. The PTA has recently raised funds to help furnish a
sensory room.
Every parent is automatically part of the PTA organisation.
Parents’ Forum
The Cranberry Parents’ Forum was established during the Summer in 2009. Its aims are to promote and enhance
communication between our school and parent/carers. The Forum meets once per term in the evening and all parents
are welcome to attend. Parents are given the opportunity to submit topics and areas for the Forum to discuss. To date
the Forum has reviewed the Home/School agreement, School Development Plan and Homework. Please look out for
notices of meeting dates and minutes which will be sent home to all parents. Please leave your name at the school
office should you particularly wish to join the Forum so that Mrs Hennam-Dale can contact you directly.
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School Staff
Headteacher
Mrs S Hennam-Dale B.Ed (Hons) NPQH
			
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Mrs H Morris
		
Teaching Staff
Mrs S Rogers
Mrs M Benson
Mrs J Hill
Mrs J Ayre
Mrs E Griffin
Miss B Jones
Mrs B Arlsan
Mrs J North
Teaching Assistants

Mrs A Nocetti
Mrs J Cummings
Mrs J O’Brien

Ollie Owls Nursery
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Finance Officer
Administrative Assistant
Site Manager
Assistant Caretaker
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Mrs J O’Brien
Mrs L Dodgson
Mr A Barnett
Mrs L Dodgson

Cook
Cook’s Assistant
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Mrs K Sherratt

Midday Assistants

Mrs M Clewlow
Mrs H Barber
Mrs J Mason

Cleaner

Mrs M Cooke

Mrs J Harris
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Mrs S Dodd
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Ms M Hull
Mrs S Blake-Appleton

Mrs K Saxon
Mrs H Pickford

Mrs C Williamson
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Mrs A Fung
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General Information
Governors and the Role of the Governing Body
The Headteacher is a Governor and she is responsible
for the management of the school. The Headteacher
is responsible to the governors who are in turn, as a
body, responsible to the Local Authority (Cheshire East
Council) and the parents of the school.
The Governing Body has general responsibility for the
conduct of the school with a view to promoting high
standards of educational achievement. This general
responsibility gives rise to a wide range of specific
responsibilities which in turn require the governing body
to establish a range of procedures.
It is the governors’ responsibility to monitor the
management of the school and the education of the
children based on the requirements of the National
Curriculum.
School governors work with the Headteacher and are
responsible, jointly for the strategic direction of the
school. They consult with the Headteacher to manage
the delegated budget, to appoint staff and ensure the
quality of; provision, personal development and wellbeing, buildings, environment, safeguarding, health and
safety, environment and community cohesion and the
overall efficiency and effectiveness of the school.
Full Governing Body Meetings are held at least once
a term with a number of sub-committee meetings also
taking place each term.
The Governing Body of the school is made up of a
number of people from a variety of backgrounds. Some
of the governors are staff, some are parents, some
members of the LA or local council and some are
members of the local community. The school governors
are a group of individuals who are nominated, elected or
co-opted on to the Governing Body
Chair:
Mr R Tyson
Vice Chair:
Mr I Macpherson
LEA Governors (2)				
Mr R Tyson
Mr I Macpherson

Parent Governors (6)
Mrs L Painter
Mr A Bates
Mr A Lewis
Mr M Parker
Mrs H Spibey
Mr P Bould
Foundation Governors (2)
Dr D Skingsley
Mrs G Parkinson
Community Governors (3)
Ms S Colclough
Mr A Pritchard
Mrs H May
School Staff Governors (3)
Mrs S Hennam-Dale – Headteacher
Mrs H Morris – Acting Deputy Headteacher
Mrs J O’Brien – Finance Officer
Clerk to the Governors:		
Mrs P Prendergast – School Business Manager

General Information

Lateness

School Organisation

It is very important that your child arrives in school on
time. However, we recognise that from time to time
children are late for school for a variety of reasons. If
you are unable to arrive on time and are likely to be
considerably late for school then please ring the school.
If you arrive late (after 8.55 am) then your child will
need to be registered in the school office and not in
the classroom. Please come to the school office before
dropping your child at their classroom.

Children are organised into year groups as follows:
Reception
Year 1		
Year 2		

4-5 year olds (Foundation Stage)
5-6 year olds
6-7 year olds

The year groups/classes above are known as Key Stage 1
(KS1) and Foundation Stage (FS)
Year 3		
Year 4		
Year 5		
Year 6		

7-8 year olds
8-9 year olds
9-10 year olds
10-11 year olds

It is very important to get children into good routines
and therefore develop good habits for life. Being
punctual is very important and helps the day to get off
to a good start.
Supervision before and after school

The year groups/classes above are known as Key Stage 2
(KS2)
We have eight mixed age classes as follows:
Class 1		
Class 2		
Class 3		
Class 4		
Class 5		
Class 6		
Class 7 		
Class 8 		

Years 1 & 2
Years 1 & 2
Years 3 & 4
Years 3 & 4
Years 3 & 4
Years 5 & 6
Years 5 & 6
Years 5 & 6

School Hours
Morning Session
8.55 am – 12.00 pm
Afternoon Session
1.00 pm – 3.15 pm
			
All children have a morning break in addition to the
lunchtime break.
Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One have
an afternoon break.
In the infants, the children can enter school from 8.45
am. In the juniors a bell is rung at 8.50am and the
children line up to be collected by their teachers.
School Holidays
A schedule is sent to you each year on a separate sheet
(also available from the school office)

No responsibility can be taken for children who arrive
at school more than 10 minutes before the start of the
school day or for children who are not collected within
10 minutes of school finishing for the day. We would not
relinquish our protection of them, but the responsibility
rests with parents. For safety reasons children should not
be left on the school premises in advance of 8.45am.
Collecting your child at the end of the day
Key Stage 1 and Reception children are collected from
their classrooms using their exterior doors. The teacher
will only hand your child over to a responsible adult or
named person. If someone else is to pick up your child
please let the class teacher know – preferably in writing.
Key Stage 2 children leave the school via their
classroom exits onto the junior playground.
If you are unavoidably delayed when due to collect your
child, please notify the school office as soon as possible,
your child will be asked to wait in the school entrance
hall. Children are also reminded at regular intervals to
come straight back into school if a parent/carer is not
there to greet them.
Absence
If your child is absent through sickness or any
unavoidable cause, please could you inform school by
telephone as early as possible that morning. This absence
constitutes an authorised absence.

General Information

PE Kit

Parents are asked to take family holidays in the periods
when  school is closed, unless it is unavoidable. In
exceptional circumstances the Headteacher may
authorise, in advance, requests for periods of leave
of no more than ten days in total in any year. The
request for leave must come from a parent with whom
the child normally resides and must be for the purpose
of a family holiday or visit overseas. A form is available
from the school office or can be downloaded from the
school website for this purpose.

PE kit should include:
• Pair of black shorts
• White or red T-shirt
• Pumps and trainers for outdoors
• Football boots for juniors for field activities such as
football or tag rugby
• Tracksuit or joggers/top for outdoor activities in
cold weather
• PE bag – drawstring type
All items of clothing must be named.

You should not, however, expect such leave to be
granted as a right. Usually a child will not be granted
more than two weeks leave in any school year. If it is not
granted then the absence will be treated as unauthorised.
Please note we do not authorise absence during the first
half of the Autumn term at the start of the new school
year or in the half term preceding Year 6 SAT’s.
The school is required by law to collect and report
details of absence.
School Uniform
Children should come to school appropriately dressed.
The standard uniform is listed below. The children’s
T-shirts, polo shirts, sweatshirts and cardigans come
complete with the Cranberry Primary School logo.
In winter, we encourage the children to wear:
• Red sweatshirts with CPS logo
• or red sweater/cardigan
• Black trousers or shorts
• Black skirts
• Black pinafore dress
• White polo shirts
• Sensible dark shoes (not trainers)
There is also a ‘fleece’ available, in red, bearing the
school logo.
In summer, we encourage the children to wear as
winter, or:
• Short sleeved white collared shirts/blouses (including
polo shirts)
• Red and white striped/gingham dresses
• Sensible dark shoes or sandals
• A sun hat (sun hats are also available to purchase)

A small amount of uniform stock is available from the
school office. Please see the enclosed uniform order list
for further information.
Jewellery
The only items that are considered appropriate are
watches, and studs worn in pierced ears.
Jewellery must not be worn for sporting activities and
therefore there will be a need to remove items before
the lesson.
Please note – staff are not allowed to remove or look
after jewellery or other such items for children. The
safest place is at home.

General Information

Snacks

School Meals

It is a good idea to give or provide your child with a
small snack for morning break time. We encourage the
eating of healthy snacks as part of our Healthy Schools
approach. Please do not send your child to school with
chocolate or sweets.

Over the last few years we have moved to a nutritious
home-baked menu. Every day a salad bar is offered to
the children along with fresh vegetables. There is a good
selection of main courses and sweets available daily
including a vegetarian option. However, if your child
requires any special dietary requirements for health,
religious or other reasons then that can be arranged.
Payment can be made to the school office and you can
pay by cheque or cash. You may pay on Monday morning,
on a weekly or half termly basis. Cheques should be made
payable to Cheshire East Council. Please send the correct
amount in a sealed and named envelope.
School dinners cost £2.20 a day
If you have any queries regarding school dinner money
then please contact the school office and speak to Mrs
O’Brien. If you have any queries regarding the school
meals then please get in touch with our School Cook –
Mrs Bramhall
Packed Lunch from Home
Children who do not have a school dinner may bring a
packed lunch from home. Please ensure that your child’s
lunch comes into school in a secure named container
with appropriate food hygiene precautions taken e.g.
ice pack.
Water is available in the dining room for your child but
alternatively you can supply a drink from home. These
drinks are best supplied in plastic flasks or bottles or
other safe containers. We have these available to
purchase at the school office should you wish to buy
one. In the interests of health and safety, we would ask
that you do not give your child fizzy drinks, sweets or use
glass containers.

We have a school snack trolley where children can buy
items such as fruit juice and toast. A list of current prices
is available from the school office and is publicised in
the newsletter on regular occasions. Key Stage 1 and
Foundation Stage children are given a piece of fruit daily.
Medical Matters
If any special arrangements have to be made for your
child in school, for example, after an injury or severe
illness etc. please arrange to see the Headteacher.
We will do all we can to accommodate the needs of
your child.
Illness
Children returning to school after illness should clearly be
fit to do so and free from infection. Please err on the side
of caution if in any doubt.
If your child suffers from a bout of sickness or diarrhoea
then you should keep your child off school for a minimum
of 48 hours.
If you are in any doubt – please contact the school before
returning your child to school.
First Aid
Simple First Aid will be applied in school and in such
cases your child will bring home a slip explaining why.
If we have any concerns about your child following an
accident then we will contact you immediately.
Medicines

If your child forgets his/her packed lunch we will try and
contact you. If we are unable to do so then will supply a
school lunch and ask you to reimburse us later.

If your child needs to receive medication during the
school day then you must contact the school prior to
your child needing it and complete a medication request
form. If your child has self-administering medication then
this must be discussed with the school too. Whatever the
situation – authorisation will be required by the child’s
parent or carer.

Emergency Contact information

Visits and Visitors

We ask parents to renew emergency contact details at
the start of each academic year. Please ensure that your
contact details are correct. Should you, or your child’s
circumstances change, or your child develops an allergy,
it is essential that you please contact school so that your
child’s details are updated.

An essential part of primary school life is having visitors
in school or making day or residential visits out of
school. We are dedicated to providing a rich source
of first hand experience for all the children. For some
of these there is no cost, but for others the school will
incur a charge.

Road Safety

School sometimes cannot bear the total cost of these
trips and therefore voluntary contributions will be
required to ensure that the activity takes place.

We actively encourage families to walk to school. Greater
caution is needed on bikes as the roads in the area are
often very busy. If your child does cycle to school please
use the cycle store in the school grounds. We encourage
families to walk into school using the footpaths.
Parking – The school car park is for staff and drivers
displaying a disabled parking permit. Please park
sensibly on the local roads, giving due consideration to
other road users and pedestrians.
Money
Please ensure that all monies are sent into school in a
secure envelope clearly marked with your child’s name,
class teacher, amount of money it contains and the
monies purpose.
Complaints
If you have a complaint about a school matter then it
should be brought to the attention of the Class Teacher
or Headteacher. If the complaint cannot be resolved then
a formal complaint can be made following the school’s
agreed Complaints Policy. This is available on request.
Hiring the School
It is possible for individuals or groups to hire the school
or the school grounds. Please contact the school office
for details.
Newsletters
Newsletters are sent out on a regular basis to help
keep everyone informed about what is happening in
school. We also use ‘Parentmail’ which enables us to
email newsletters and other correspondence directly to
parents. Please see the enclosed letter for further details
of registration for this service.

The school has a policy for charging for such activities –
this is available on request.

Curriculum

Reading

Overview

One of the greatest gifts we can give a child is the ability
to read. We believe that reading should be an enjoyable
activity, and our approach to reading is based on this.

Our school curriculum aims to combines high standards
with a broad and rich curriculum. Great emphasis is
placed on planning the curriculum so that there is
continuity and progression, in knowledge and learning
skills, yet with challenge and pace.
A major part of the school's curriculum is the
National Curriculum which consists of core subjects:
English, Mathematics, Science, Information and
Communications Technology and Religious Education
and Foundation Subjects: History, Geography, Design
Technology, Art, Music and P.E. We also include
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
(PSHCE) in our curriculum. We teach Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL), namely French from Year 3 to
Year 6.
We place great emphasis on developing children’s
creativity and learning skills and aim to teach the
curriculum through a creative, thematic, crosscurricular approach wherever possible and applicable.
We deliver the curriculum based around the 6 areas
of learning:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication, language and literacy
Mathematical development
Physical development
Creative development
Physical, social and emotional development
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

English (Literacy)
The New English Primary Framework was introduced
in September 2008. English includes Speaking and
Listening and Reading and Writing. English is an
integral part of the whole school curriculum.
Speaking and Listening
Talking is fundamental to a pupil's learning. Pupils are
encouraged and helped to talk clearly, confidently and
with expression in order to communicate ideas and
feelings. Similarly, and just as importantly, is the need to
listen to others and respond appropriately. All children
are provided with opportunities in all areas of the
curriculum to develop skills in speaking and listening.

At Key Stage 1 there is great emphasis on the teaching
of reading using a structured phonics programme and a
variety of reading schemes. At Key Stage 2 we extend
and develop each child's reading skills to enable them to
be confident, independent and skilled readers.
We aim to develop a love of reading and therefore
encourage our children to take books home and share
them with you. Children need to be able to read with
understanding, for pleasure and for information. The
children’s reading is structured in Key Stage 1 and
pupils are helped and guided towards suitable reading
material. As the pupils go through the school, they are
given more responsibility for this choice in reading.
Writing
Children are helped to develop the ability to express
their thoughts and ideas and communication skills
through the written word. Every attempt is made
to ensure that pupils develop a command of basic
English which includes punctuation, spelling, grammar
and correct letter formation. We provide a host
of opportunities for the children to write in real
life contexts.
Mathematics (Numeracy)
From the time children first come into school, they are
introduced to the world of mathematics, its language,
use and meaning. All pupils receive a daily Maths lesson
of between 45-60 minutes. Maths Schemes are used
to supplement and support the Numeracy framework.
The framework provides continuity and progression
throughout the school.
Maths at Cranberry Primary School is taught in a
number of ways but much of the work is related
to and supported by practical activities in order to
develop a sound basic knowledge and understanding in
calculation, measurement, shape and data handling. We
hope to develop pupils’ confidence and enthusiasm and
their ability to apply mathematical skills and knowledge
to the world around them. Setting is often used to group
children by ability throughout the school.

Science

History

We encourage an enquiring mind, an understanding
of the world around us and aim to develop the pupils’
scientific skills through first-hand experiences. Lessons
are presented in a practical, relevant context. Pupils
solve problems by making close observations, planning,
predicting, fair testing and recording their findings in
a systematic way. We hope also to foster responsible
attitudes towards the environment and all living things.

History fires children’s curiosity about the past in
Britain and the wider world. Children consider how the
past influences the present, what past societies were
like, how these societies organised their politics, and
what beliefs and cultures influenced people's actions.
As they do this, children develop a chronological
framework for their knowledge of significant events
and people. Children will develop skills, through
researching, sifting through evidence and engaging in
active discussion – skills that will prepare them for
adult life.

Design Technology
We have a variety of construction materials that will
help children to design and make models in both
'free play' and problem solving situations. As children
progress through school they have opportunity to
undertake design and make assignments using a range
of materials, including electrical and mechanical
components, food, mouldable materials, stiff and flexible
sheet materials, and textiles.
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
ICT prepares children for using technology in our
rapidly changing world. Children use ICT tools to
find, explore, analyse and present information. The
School updates its hardware regularly in order to
enable children to access the latest developments in
technology. We recognise the wide uses of the computer
within the classroom as an aid to learning. The school
has access to the Internet and children use this in
the classroom as well as the computer suite, when
appropriate (and under supervision).

Through the course of their school life children will also
make visits to museums and local historic sites as part of
their studies.
Geography
Geography provokes and answers questions about the
natural and human world. It develops knowledge of
places and environments throughout the world, an
understanding of maps, and a range of problem-solving
and investigative skills both inside and outside the
classroom. Geography is an important link between the
natural and social sciences and is a focus within the
curriculum for understanding and resolving issues about
the environment.
At Cranberry Primary School teaching geography is
increasingly being taken outside the classroom to gain
a ‘hands on’ experience of geography. This ranges from
fieldwork in the school grounds to visits and walks
around Alsager.

Emphasis is placed on the development of:
• communication skills e.g. word processing, graphics
and art
• handling information
• modelling e.g. simulation control using a tape
recorder, logo, roamer etc.
• monitoring e.g. using I.T. to measure
physical changes
Wherever possible ICT is taught through a crosscurricular approach so that the children use and
apply their skills across all areas of the curriculum. In
addition, each class is also equipped with a computer,
interactive whiteboard and a white board.

Children in Year 2 and Year 6 have opportunity to
experience a residential visit. Outdoor activities enjoyed
on these visits, also reinforce geographical skills.
Art
Art is for most pupils a natural form of expression and
a source of great pleasure. We encourage pupils to
develop their creative and imaginative talents through
learning skills and techniques and using a variety of
materials and tools.
Pupils also learn to appreciate works of art and use
artistic language to describe paintings, sculptures and
other artefacts.

Physical Education
We aim to develop agility, coordination and confidence
through physical activity. All pupils have two sessions
of PE a week. Dance, gymnastics, swimming, games
and athletics are taught. We encourage a competitive
spirit while recognising the value of cooperation, fair
play and team work. We have netball and football
teams and both competitive and friendly matches are
played throughout the year. Children also have access
to school clubs that include netball, tag rugby and
rounders for which there is no charge. We have two
specialist sports coaches who deliver part of the PE
curriculum in Key Stage 2 during staff PPA (Planning,
Preparation and Assessment Time).

Children are encouraged to take part in a wide range
of activities and experiences across and beyond the
curriculum, contributing fully to the life of their school
and communities. In doing so they recognise their own
worth, work well with others and become increasingly
responsible for their own learning. They reflect on their
experiences and understand how they are developing
personally and socially, tackling many of the spiritual,
moral, social and cultural issues.
At Cranberry Primary School we also follow the Social
and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) Programme
which is an explicit, structured, whole-curriculum
framework and resource for teaching social, emotional
and behavioural skills to all pupils.

Football clubs, multi-sport club activities and
cheerleading clubs are also held after school, for which
there is a small charge.

Our school hopes to shortly achieve Healthy School
accreditation for the work we are doing to encourage
healthy lifestyles in our children.

Music

Health Education

Music is an important part of the curriculum at our
school. Music is essentially a practical subject. The
curriculum encourages children to sing, compose and
use percussion instruments in order to develop their
creative skills. Through active listening, childrens’
awareness and understanding of different periods, styles
and genres are developed.

Many aspects of looking after ourselves are covered in
the school’s curriculum as well as the programmes of
study in the Science National Curriculum Framework.
We aim to give pupils a greater understanding of
themselves by covering aspects of diet, hygiene and
exercise. Our school has achieved the Healthy School
accreditation for the work we are doing to encourage
healthy lifestyles in our children.

Our school places emphasis on children enjoying music
at whatever level and we strive to ensure that children
are inspired by talented musicians and develop a love
of music. We have visiting peripatetic teachers through
‘Music for Life’ who teach the flute, guitar and other
instruments in school – there is a charge for these
additional services.
We aim to involve every child, be it through
singing, drama or dance in our Christmas and
Summer productions.
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
(PSHCE)
PSHCE helps to give children the knowledge, skills and
understanding they need to lead confident, healthy,
independent lives and to become informed, active and
responsible citizens.

Sex Education
Reference to sex education is in the context of
programmes of study defined by the national
curriculum. The school provides a series of lessons and
the school nurse gives a talk to Year 6 re changing and
growing. Information is sent to parents and parents’
permission for their child to attend the sessions is
requested. There is a Sex and Relationships policy
available for viewing, on request, in school.
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from
Sex Education and should contact the Headteacher if
they wish to do so.

Religious Education and Collective Worship
The aim of religious education is to enable pupils:
• To acquire knowledge and understanding of
Christianity and the other principal religions
represented in Great Britain
• To develop the ability to explore, to reflect on and
to respond to human experience, drawing on their
study of religion
Through Religious Education, pupils are given
opportunities to reflect on the nature and role of
beliefs, the attitudes and values underpinning these,
and the practices and behaviours that arise because
of them. Skills developed through the teaching of RE
include developing self-awareness, respect for all, openmindedness, appreciation and wonder.
RE is taught in all classes and follows the procedures
and guidelines laid down in the Cheshire Syllabus for
Religious Education. Parents have the right to withdraw
their child from RE lessons and religious assemblies if
they wish and should contact the Headteacher if they
wish to do so. Alternative provision will be made for
your child.
Our Collective Worship is Christian based but not
exclusively so. A daily religious assembly is held either
as a whole school or in Key Stages or classes. It is an
important part of our school day. Visitors are invited to
take our Monday assemblies and Friday assemblies are
special because we celebrate achievement and share
good work.
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)
French is taught in school in Years 3 – 6. The school is
fortunate to have staff who are fluent in this language.
The language is learnt in a fun, non threatening way.
Children learn about the similarities and differences
between our cultures using songs, rhymes, and games.
The emphasis is always on building children’s
confidence along with having fun. MFL is also a
wonderful way of giving parents an opportunity to share
their knowledge with the pupils in school and parents
who have skills in this area are warmly welcomed!

Pupil Personal Development
and Well-Being
Our school is a happy, friendly place where children
learning in a caring and secure environment. We
support the vision of the Government for a service
which places the well-being of children at its centre. We
therefore strive to achieve the five key principles of the
‘Every Child Matters’ agenda – to be healthy, stay safe,
enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and
achieve economic well-being.
Inclusion
Our school aims to be an inclusive school. We actively
seek to remove the barriers to learning and participation
that can hinder or exclude individual pupils, or groups
of pupils. This means that equality of opportunity must
be a reality for our children. We make this a reality
through the attention that we pay to the different
groups of children within our school. We do this by
taking account of pupils’ varied life experiences and
needs – the achievements, attitudes and well-being of
all our children matter. Our school aims to promote the
individuality of all our children, irrespective of ethnicity,
attainment, age, disability, gender or background.
Special Educational Needs (SEN)
If any child is having general or specific learning
needs, the Special Needs Coordinator (SENCO) in
consultation with teaching staff, parent and child
will formulate an Individual Education Plan (IEP) to
meet the child’s needs. These plans and the needs of
individual child are regularly reviewed and modified
where necessary with consultation with parents, child
and outside agencies if necessary.
Sometimes, this IEP may be developed, as a means of
providing the right kind of help within a specific focus.
The teachers at this school are committed to providing
a curriculum to match the range of learning needs in
every class. However, it is sometimes beneficial for a
child to spend some time with a teacher or teaching
assistant on a one-to-one basis, outside the classroom
context. This is part of a carefully designed programme
of support.
Parents are kept fully involved in this process.
The Special Educational Needs Policy is available
on request.

We also acknowledge that some children are
exceptionally 'gifted' and we will encourage them to
develop their potential. There is a co-ordinator who
ensures the provision for Gifted and Talented children.
The national tests at the end of the Juniors (Key Stage
2) are supplemented with a considerable amount of
teacher assessment, so by the time a child is ready to
transfer to secondary phase education, we have a good
deal of information about anyone who has a specific
learning need.
We liaise with the Local Authority's Learning Support
Staff, as well as with the Educational Psychologists, and
advice is sought from appropriate outside agencies when
necessary. Children requiring specialist help can be
assured of sensitive provision in school.
Our school SENCO is Mrs J Ayre.
Nurture Provision
Our school is very unique in the fact that is able to offer
nuture provision for children who are finding it difficult
to access the curriculum due to social and emotional
problems. Children are allocated a place in nurture and
work is mainly based around improving self-esteem or
developing social skills, depending on an individual
child’s needs. Children for whom nurture would be of
benefit may be identified by the school or upon request
from parents.
Alsager EIP Primary Mental Health Counsellor
Through the Alsager EIP we are able to refer children
who need additional support to a Primary Mental
Health Counsellor – Bev Daniel. Bev is able to provide
a counselling service for parents, children and staff
within the Alsager Partnership. The school may contact
parents with regard to referral to Bev, or alternatively
parents are able to request this service from the school.
Homework
Our school values the learning experiences provided
by parents and carers outside the school. Children are
encouraged from the early years to supplement and
continue school work at home. The main purpose of
homework is to encourage children to develop the
confidence, skills and motivation to study on their own.

It is particularly important to encourage children to
read regularly both for knowledge acquisition but
also for pleasure. Further information regarding
homework can be found in our ‘Homework Guidance
for Parents/Carers’.
Home/School Agreement
At Cranberry, we recognise each child as an individual,
and aim to give all children every opportunity to
realise their full potential. We believe that a firm
partnership between the school, parents and the child
is essential if we are to achieve this aim. We therefore
ask all parents and children to enter into our Home/
School Agreement.
Positive Behaviour Management
The school follows a system of discipline which is based
on Positive Behaviour Management strategies. In a
properly organised and supervised framework children
are encouraged to be caring and polite, courteous,
helpful and considerate, responsible and busy, occupied,
independent and happy. All children in school are
encouraged to follow our ‘Golden Rules’:
•
•
•
•
•
•

We are gentle
We work hard
We listen
We are kind and helpful
We look after property.
We are honest

The system of behaviour management is constantly
reviewed and involves all members of our school
community to ensure continuity across the school.
There is a School Code of Conduct (enclosed) which
the whole school community is aware of.
There can, however, be certain circumstances/instances
when the use of force to control or restrain a pupil(s)
may be the only option to ensuring the safety of both
individuals and groups of children or a member of staff,
in order to maintain discipline and order.
There is a detailed school policy available for reading
in school called ‘Policy on the use of force to control
or restrain pupils’. Please ask at the school office if you
have any concerns.

School Council
Our school recognises the importance of the child’s
voice and making them part of the decision making
process. The school has a School Council made up
of elected class council representatives. The Council
represents the children and puts forward new ideas,
suggestions and ways of solving problems. Recently the
School Council has made decisions on school snack
provision and the purchase of new playtime equipment.
They have also helped review of rules, rewards and
sanctions as part of the school’s behaviour management
review and in the design of our new school logo.
Safeguarding
The school recognises its legal duty and takes seriously
its responsibilities to protect and safeguard the interests
of all children. Parents/carers should know that the law
(Children Act 1989) requires all school staff to pass on
information which gives rise to a concern about a child’s
welfare, including risk from neglect, physical, emotional
or sexual abuse.
At Cranberry, the health and safety of all children is
of paramount importance. Parents send their children
to school each day with the expectation that school
provides a secure environment in which their children
can flourish. We therefore have to ensure that this
expectation becomes reality. In order to do this a wide
range of measures are put in place. The school has
a health and safety policy, which is monitored and
reviewed regularly, there is also a critical incidents plan
that details what staff and parents should do in the case
of emergencies.
Child Protection
We have two trained and designated Child Protection
lead teachers who have overall responsibility for child
protection and issues in school.
Designated Lead Teachers:
Mrs S Hennam-Dale (Headteacher)
Mrs H Morris (Deputy Headteacher)
In addition to this the Headteacher, School Business
Manager and members of the School Governing Body
are trained in safer recruitment matters.

The school has a Child Protection policy that is
intended to ensure that all children are protected. It is
available on request.
Looked After Children:
Mrs Hennam-Dale (Headteacher) is also the designated
looked after children lead teacher.
If your child has a worry
From time to time, in the children's lives, events may
take place that are upsetting for them. If you are able to
share information about your child's personal life with
us it can be extremely useful in helping us to
offer understanding and support within school. This
will always be dealt with in the strictest confidence
and sensitivity.
Playgroup
The school has Ollie Owls playgroup on site offering
either morning, lunchtime or afternoon sessions in
the infant building. Please see the enclosed leaflet for
further details.
Ollie Owl’s Playgroup contact details:
Mrs J Sawdon
Tel:
01270 685310
Email: admin@cranberryprimary.cheshire.sch.uk

Toddler Group
Busy Bees Toddler Group meets on Friday mornings
9.15 – 11.15 during term time in the infant building
hall. All parents, grandparents, carers are welcome to
come along, chat, have a cup of tea or coffee, while the
children play and make new friends.
Contact the school office if you require any
further information.
Community Links
At Cranberry, our vision recognises and celebrates the
diversity within our society welcomes the contributions
which different groups and individuals make to our
community. A key commitment of our school is to build
and promote community cohesion within the school
and wider community. Pupils are provided with the
opportunity to experience, understand and celebrate
diversity. We believe that all pupils, employees,
stakeholders and members of our local and global
community should be treated with dignity and respect
at all times.
Our school is actively involved in many community
projects for example; Alsager One World Week and
Alsager Fairtrade Fortnight.
School Policies

Extended Learning Clubs
Many extended learning club activities are available in
school and activities provided are changed each term.
An example of the type of clubs on offer is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Football Training
Art Club
Tag Rugby
Dance
ICT
Gardening
Young Explorers
Recorder
Cheerleading
Football
Netball

Parents are sent letters at the start of each term to
inform you when and what is available.

We acknowledge the requirements for policies and
understand that they should reflect the school’s beliefs
and philosophy. Our school has an extensive range
of policies that are reviewed regularly by a range of
different people including staff and governors. All
policies are ratified by the Governing Body. The school
has policies that relate to all national curriculum areas,
health and safety, religious education, collective worship
and may other aspects of school life. Any parent/carer
who wishes to see particular policy/policies can do so by
contacting the school office.

Accessibility Strategy
The school will endeavour to ensure through school
development planning that over time access to
education at the school for pupils with disabilities is
improved. The school has an Accessibility Plan and the
Plan covers the three accessibility strands:
Curriculum – increasing the extent to which disabled
pupils or prospective pupils can participate in the school
curriculum.
Physicality – improving the physical environment of the
school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils
can take advantage of education and associated services
(ramps, toilet, door handles etc).
Information: Improving the delivery of written
information to disabled pupils (when appropriate)
The school accessibility plan is available for viewing in
school or a copy can be sent to you on request. The plan
is reviewed on an annual basis.
School Development
We are always seeking ways of ensuring that we are
doing our best in school. This involves a lot of work
in ensuring that standards are maintained but also
that plans are made for the future development of the
school. This is done through a series of action plans
within the School Strategic Development Plan (SSDP).
We gather information from a number of sources to
aid the formation of this plan – these include both
formal (interviews, questionnaires, etc) and informal
(dialogue with individuals, observation, events in
school, etc) processes.
The SSDP is divided into 6 main areas:
• Views of learners, parents/carers and
other stakeholders
• Achievement and Standards
• Personal Development and Wellbeing
• Quality of Provision
• Leadership and Management
• Efficiency and Effectiveness

For further information please refer to the enclosed
summary of our current key priorities for the school
with this prospectus. An overview of our School
Development Plan is sent out to all parents during the
summer term, inviting feedback on our school priorities
for the next academic year.
We hope that this booklet has helped to answer the
questions you may have about how our school is
organised and to help you understand more about
Cranberry Primary School. If you have any further
queries, please contact us.
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