Key messages around phase 1
Aspects 1 to 6 should be happening regularly in the setting through planned activities and through ensuring opportunities in continuous provision.

Aspect 6 prepares the way for aspect 7 – children learn to discriminate and reproduce voice sounds.

Aspect 7 should be introduced in the Summer term. All children should have the opportunities to hear and do ‘sound’ / ‘robot’ talk.

This can be supported by the use of carefully structured activities using objects and pictures to facilitate at an appropriate level.

e.g. 

1) Adult to ‘sound talk’ and repeat word immediately after e.g. Go and get your c-oa-t , coat. Children say ‘I’ve got my c-oa-t, coat!’
2) Adult shows children two or three objects with very differently sounding names – e.g. fish, bell, cat, Then says ‘Can you find the ………………..b-e-ll ?’ Child finds object and ‘sound talks’ it back.

3) Adult plays ‘Cross the river’ with 4 to 6 children – each children has an object with a different initial sound. Children can ‘cross the river’ when they hear the adult blend the word to match their object. They sound talk it back, say the word, then ‘cross the river’
4) The children have Bingo boards with 6 pictures on, adult (or tape/CD) ‘sound talks’ a word – if children have this object they ‘sound talk it back then say the word and put on a counter.
5) Guess what’s in the bag? Objects are hidden. Adult ‘sound talks’ a word - children to guess object without seeing. They take turns to ‘sound talk’ for others to guess. 

