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Homework Policy
Strategic Intent
Homework is defined as any learning activity that students are asked to do outside of
normal lesson time, either on their own or with support from parents, carers or
others. Homework is recognised as an essential part of learning at Sir William
Stanier, and is one of the conditions we have set ourselves as part of the HomeSchool Agreement. Sir William Stanier understands that parents usually expect their
children to have quality meaningful homework, and rate us as a school on this.

The expectation for Homework at Sir William Stanier
Community School
At Sir William Stanier, we need to recognise that homework is set to:
-

enable students to cover more subject content than is possible in lesson time
alone;
provide time for essential learning activities that do not require the help from a
teacher;
allow time for researching information, re-drafting work or working with others;
allow students to review knowledge and skills taught in class;
allow them to develop and pursue new interests;
encourage independent study skills and reflection; and
allow students to work at a pace that is appropriate to their abilities.

How much Homework should be set?
The amount of homework set depends on the age of the child. However, there are
some Government guidelines that we aim to meet:
Year 7 and 8 students:
A total of 45-90 minutes per day. Therefore each subject should be aiming to set a
homework activity that will take between 15 and 30 minutes to complete.
Year 9 Students:
A total of 90 minutes per day. Each subject should be aiming to set a homework
activity that will take about 30 minutes to complete. Core subjects, particularly when
preparing for assessments should increase this up to 1 hour per week.
Year 10 and 11 Students:
A total of 1½ - 2½ hours per day. Each subject should set a homework activity that
will take between 30 and 60 minutes to complete.
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What Types of Homework should be set?
Homework set must be meaningful and must clearly contribute to the learning of the
individuals in our school. These are examples of good homework:
-

-

Specific worksheets, books or sets of questions that reinforce work done in class
Research work, using ICT, books, surveys, or asking others for information.
Students would need to be given guidelines about how to write their answers and
how much work is required.
Redrafting or continuation of extended tasks such as coursework
Extracts from past examination papers

Marking, Assessment and Recording
At Sir William Stanier Community School staff aim to mark completed homework
promptly. If staff value completed homework, students are more likely to complete
future tasks. Records should be kept that give a picture of how well students
complete homework. Student notebooks or a telephone call should be used to inform
parents when homework is not completed, or when it is not satisfactory, or when an
excellent effort has been made. Staff should then record homework returns as part of
the half termly assessment, at either 1, 2 or 3.

Sanctions for not completing Homework
Forgotten homework = 10 minute detention (C2) and re-record in organiser for
homework to be completed by a suitable date. Repeated non completion = 30 minute
after school detention (C3), organised through IRIS indicating “incomplete
homework”

How homework will be monitored
All students have been issued with a paper planner; these should be regularly
checked by the form tutor and parents. It is essential that this is properly used.
Homework can also be recorded in a student notebook. When homework is set, it is
the teacher’s responsibility to check that students have recorded the homework in
their planners.
Parents, Teachers, Form Tutors, Directors of Progress, Directors of Faculty,
Homework Co-ordinator, and SLT are all expected to take their part in monitoring
planners to ensure that homework is being set. The planner and student notebook
can also be used as a quick way of communicating between parents and the school
with any concerns they have about homework. They can also be used for teachers to
pass messages about completion of homework home to parents.
Form Tutors and Directors of Progress should be monitoring planners on a regular
basis. Admin support is available to support staff in using this facility.
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Directors of Faculty should know what homework is being set within the department.
There should be departmental policies on homework, and guidelines about good
practice of what types of homework should be set.
Homework Audits are completed once per term, but on a random timetable.

Where help can be found.
Students should aim to complete the work on their own first. However, sometimes, it
is either necessary or beneficial for them to seek help/guidance elsewhere:
Help from within the family
This offers families opportunities to share an activity, and helps parents develop an
understanding of how children learn. It can help parents realise how they can use
resources, such as books, more effectively. It can give parents opportunities to
extend their own learning and stimulate interest in new areas of learning.
Help from within the school
The school offers chances for students do their work and receive help where
necessary. The school library offers a peaceful environment, with access to books
and ICT. The ICT labs also offer access to computers for research, completing/redrafting and printing work. Learning mentors offer support with homework sessions.
Staff are also willing to give some time to support students who need help.
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